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typifying the male and female organs. The fact that Ganesh was set to guard the southern gate, and that the animal ' whose head could be placed on his body must be looking to the south, probably hinges in some way on the south being the abode of Yama, the god of death, but the connection has been forgotten by the teller of the story; it may also be noted that if the palace was in the Himalayas, the site of Kailas or Siva's heaven, the whole of India would be to the south. Another story related by Mr. Crooke1 from Mirzapur is that a certain man had three sons and owned fifty-two mahua2 trees. When he became aged and infirm he told his sons to divide the trees, but after some discussion they decided to divide not the trees themselves but their produce. One of them fell to picking up the leaves, and he was the ancestor of the Bharb-hunjas or grain-parchers, who still use leaves in their ovens ; the second collected the flowers and corollas, and having distilled liquor from them became a Kalar; while the third took the kernels or fruit and crushed the oil out of them, and was the founder of the Teli caste. The country spirit generally, drunk is distilled from the flowers of the mahua tree, and a cheap vegetable oil in common use is obtained from its-seeds. The Telis and Kalars are also castes of about the same status and have other points of resemblance; and the legend connecting them is therefore of some interest. Some groups of Telis who have become landed proprietors or prospered in trade have stories giving them a more exalted origin. Thus the landholding Rathor Telis of Mandla say that they were Rathor Rajputs who fled from the Muham-madans and threw away their swords and sacred threads ; and the Telis of Nimar, several of whom are wealthy merchants, give out that their ancestors were Modh Banias from Gujarat who had to take to oil-pressing for a livelihood under Muham-madan rule. But these legends may perhaps be considered a natural result of their rise in the world.
The caste has a large number of subdivisions. The principal groups in Chhattlsgarh are the Halia, Jharia and Ekbahia Telis. The Halias, who perhaps take their name from hal, a plough, are considered to be the best cultivators, and are said to have immigrated from Mandla some genera-
1 Tribes and Castes, art. Teli.                            2 Bassia latifolia.